Message from Mr Hiley

As | am sure parents will be aware, earlier this week a
decision was made to reintroduce a number of
restrictions at the school, as advised by NYCC’s Public
Health Team, due to a number of children across classes
2,4 and 5 testing positive for Covid19. As a school we will
once again be:

- Minimising contact between classes (including at
lunchtimes and breaktimes)

- Suspending whole school activities for the next two
weeks.

- Re-introducing face coverings for adults around the
school (unless medically except)

- Only allowing essential visitors into the school building
for the next two weeks.

- Encouraging parents to socially distance and wear a face
covering when dropping off and collecting children from
the playground. Encouraging parents to wear a face
covering when approaching a member of staff. Asking
that parents consider not allowing children to mix with
children from other classes (excluding siblings) at the
beginning and end of the school day.

- Suspending Breakfast Club and After School Club for the
next ten days subject to review after this.

As stated in correspondence e-mailed to all parents on
the 10" November, the current situation at school will be
reviewed in a couple of weeks, when it is hoped that we
will once again be able to ease restrictions.

This also means that our very popular After School
Basketball Club will not be taking place over the next
couple of weeks. The CREST Science Club will still be
running as this only involves children in Class 5.

Obviously, the reintroduction of safety measures is
frustrating and inconvenient, however | hope that parents
will appreciate that by acting quickly and sensibly these
actions will hopefully prevent the further spread of Covid
19 and help protect the whole community. Thanking
everyone for their understanding, and continued support.

By way of a reminder, it has been confirmed by NYCC's
Public Health Team, that symptoms of Covid 19 in a large
number of younger children are presenting themselves as
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cold symptoms, or asymptomatic (no symptoms). If your
child is in one of the affected classes at school, you may
wish to consider booking a PCR test — as children would
meet the NHS criteria as potentially being in close contact
with a positive case.

Despite the reintroduction of restrictions, Class 5 were
able to accompanying me to the Remembrance Service
held on School Hill on the 11" November 2011. A
Commemorative Wreath was laid on behalf of the school,
with all other children at the school also marking
Armistice Day with a two-minute silence. Children were
also able to purchase Poppy Appeal merchandise over the
course of the week, helping to raise funds for The Royal
British Legion, the Poppy being a symbol of Remembrance
and hope for a positive future and peaceful world. Later
in the day a whole school assembly took place.

We are still hoping that we will be able to let children take
part in the Countryside Ramble and ‘Mile with a Smile’
fundraiser organised by Mrs Cadman and scheduled to
take place on the 19" November. Please help children
raise all important funds for Children in Need by
sponsoring their miles, or alternatively visiting

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bentham-community-
primary-school.

All monies raised will go to Children in Need. Thank you.

This year our Christmas Crafts evening will (hopefully) be
returning on Wednesday 8" December from 3.40pm to
5.00pm. Children from Reception through to year 6
inclusive and invited to join in (places are limited).
Despite the reintroduction of Covid measures, we are still
hopeful that this event will still take place. More
information about this seasonal fun evening of crafting
has been sent home with children.

As parents will be aware, last week the school
photographer was on site. Orders for photographs can
now be placed, on line, directly with Tiny Pixels. Children
should have come home with an order form containing a
unique order reference that can be used to purchase
photographs. If this is not the case, then please get in
touch with Sally in the School Office.

Our new Spring Term menus have been sent home with
children. Completed meal choices should be returned to
the school office by Friday 10" December. Can | once
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again please remind parents in line with School Policy,
children cannot swop and change on a daily/weekly basis
from school meals to packed lunches. As a school, we do
ask that parents/carers commit to ordering school meals
on a half-termly basis. Obviously, there are exceptions
when a child who usually brings a packed lunch will need
to order a meal in an emergency situation, and this can be
accommodated. Likewise, if your child would like to try a
school meal, or take a meal once per week, then they are
welcome to join in with Fun Day Friday which is available
EVERY Friday at school.

In January 2022, we will be welcoming new starters into
our Nursery provision. If you know of anyone with a
Nursery aged child who you think would like to join our
Nursery in January 2022 who has not yet been contacted
by the school then please tell them to get in touch.
Funded nursery places are available to ALL three year olds
the term following their 3" Birthday.

This week saw The Friends of Bentham School re-open
their popular Baby and Toddler Group in the School Hall.
It was lovely to see so many local families joining in at this
informal friendly group. Please help spread the word that
this group is once again up and running. Thank you.

Finally, | am sure most parents will either know about, or
have heard about ‘Squid Game’, ‘SnapChat’ and ‘Tik-Tok’!
The question is do any of us know all we need to know!

Whilst these platforms do carry age restrictions, 13-15
plus unfortunately there are a number of primary aged
children who are aware of such applications or, in some
instances, have accessed/used the same. Hopefully the
attached ‘What Parents and Carers Need to Know About’
information leaflets will provide some useful information
and clarity.

Have a lovely weekend.

Mr T Hiley

Interim Headteacher

Breakfast Club / After School Club Survey

We are currently looking at ways to make our before and
after school club provision more useful and attractive for
families and how we can achieve this in a sustainable way.
You will have recently received a short survey which will
allow us to gather your views and help us plan for the
future of these clubs. We would be most grateful if you
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could spare a few minutes to complete a survey and
return it to us at school by Friday 19t November.

Children starting Reception in September 2022

For those parents of children in Nursery and born
between 1%t September 17 and 315t August 18 information
has been sent home about how to apply for a Primary
School Place for September 2022. The deadline to apply
for a school place is 15™ January 2022. Please remember
you must apply for a school place, even if your child has
an older sibling who already attends the school you would
like them to attend, or if they currently attend a Nursery
provision attached to the school. More information is
available at www.northyorks.gov.uk/school-admissions.

SPORTS CAMP

Coach Mark Gunn has confirmed that he will be running a
Multi Sports Camp here at Bentham C P School over the
Christmas Holidays. The activity day is aimed at children
from Reception to Year 6 inclusive and is priced at only
£20.00 per child. There will be a number of ‘funded’
places available, which will be allocated on a first-come-
first-served basis to children who receive benefits related
Free School Meals. If you would like to secure a place for
your child at the Sports Camp then please ensure that
booking forms are completed and returned as quickly as
possible. Thank you to North Yorkshire Together for their
support.

Return of Baby and Toddler Group

We are absolutely delighted to confirm that the Friends
of Bentham School are once again offering a Baby and
Toddler Group session, every Friday, term-time only in
the School Hall. The next session will be on Friday 19th
November 2021 from 9.30am until 11.00am. If you have
a pre-school aged child, then please do pop along to this
friendly informal group — we look forward to seeing you!

Covid-19

There is clear evidence (ZOE Covid Study) that a runny
nose and cold like symptoms are now the most common
symptoms of Covid infection in unvaccinated children.
This is challenging as we move into the usual Autumn cold
and flu season therefore, we would strongly recommend
that if your child is showing mild cold symptoms including
a runny or blocked nose you test regularly with an LFD
(Lateral Flow Device) test. By following guidance, we can
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help prevent the spread of Covid and protect our friends,
families and communities. Advice from the Government
continues to state:

“Do not use a rapid lateral flow test if you
have COVID-19 symptoms as listed on the
NHS website. Get a PCR test as soon as
possible and self-isolate, while awaiting the
result even if symptoms are mild”.

For more information, please visit

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-
flow-tests.

By way of a reminder, please do not send your child to
school if they have any symptoms that could be
attributable to Covid without undertaking an appropriate
test. Please remember, that in line with advice from the
Local Authority, it may be deemed necessary to send a
child home, or not accept them in class if they are
displaying covid symptoms and have not been tested. As
is always the case, thank you to everyone in advance for
their co-operation, support and understanding.

Early Warning : Christmas Menu * Please note there will
be menu changes for the week commencing 6th
December 2021.

All children are invited to join in with Christmas Lunch on
Friday 10" December. Meals can be ordered during
registration.

On the Menu:

Roast Turkey and Christmas Chipolatas

Roasted Winter Vegetable puff Pastry Sleigh (v)

Santa’s Seasonal Stuffing
Mrs Claus” Creamy Mashed and Roast Potatoes
A Merry Mix of Sprouts, Carrots and Peas
The Grinch’s Gravy

Hand Decorated Chocolate Orange Christmas Cookies
Fresh Fruit or Yogurt

Meals are priced at £2.10 each for children in Nursery,
FREE of charge for ALL children in Reception, year 1 and 2
and £2.55 for children in years 3,4,5 and 6. Meals are also
FREE for all children eligible for Free School Meals.
Payment should be me made via Parentpay and deposited
before Friday 5" November 2021.
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PE Days

This term, our PE days are, as follows:

Nursery: Tuesday/Friday
Class 1: Tuesday/Friday
Class 2 : Tuesday/Wednesday
Class 3: Monday/Tuesday
Class 4 : Monday/Tuesday
Class5: Monday/Tuesday
FREE SCHOOL MEALS

These are difficult times, with financial circumstances
changing on an almost daily basis for some families. In
some instances, families may be missing out on Free
School Meals. Whilst ALL children in reception, year 1 and
year 2 are eligible for UNIVERSAL free school meals,
families may also be entitled to some additional financial
support. Free School Meal eligibility for children in
younger year groups includes universal entitlement and
additional pupil premium funding which helps support
children in school with their learning. If you think you may
be eligible for some additional support, then please
contact Sally in the School Office. Please be reassured
that all applications will be dealt with in the strictest of
confidence.

Dates for your Diary

Monday 15th November 2021
Fish and Sweet Potato Cake
Cheese and Onion Quiche
Jacket Potato

Tuesday 16" November 2021

Macaroni Cheese

Quorn Rainbow Pie

Jacket Potato

3.30pm-4.20pm After School Basketball Club :
CANCELLED

Wednesday 17th November 2021
Roast Chicken

Vegetable Roast

Jacket Potato

Thursday 18th November 2021

Mexican Tortilla Boats

Vegetable and Bean Tortilla

Jacket Potato

3.30pm-4.30pm After School Cooking Club CANCELLED
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3.30pm-4.30pm CREST Science Club (2 of 7)

Friday 19th November 2021

Children in Need Countryside Ramble/Mile with a Smile

9.30am — 11.00am Baby and Toddler Group in the
School Hall

Fun-Day-Friday

Beefburger in a Bun

Vegetable Sausage in a Bun

Jacket Potato

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Return Swimming Consents by 6" December 2021 (C4)
Return Parental Agreements by 3™ December 2021 (N)
Return Christmas Crafts by 22" November 2021
(R,1,2,3,4,5,6)

Return Coach Mark Gunn’s Multi Sports Camp Booking
Form ASAP (R,1,2,3,4,5,6)

Order Photos : https://tinypixels.gotphoto.co.uk
Return Menu Choices by 10t December 2021 (All)
Apply for a child’s Reception Place by 15% January 2022
(N)

Return Breakfast and After School Club Survey : 19t
November 2021
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